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Abstract of JP7191930 

PURPOSE:To improve the throughput of a 
disk and the response of sequential data 
access by providing a bus for command 
processing and a bus for data processing 
independently of each other in the interface for 
disk device of a computer. 
CONSTITUTION This interface for disk device 
DK consists of a command data encoding 
mechanism 1 which generates a command 
packet from a corresponding disk device code 
and a disk I/O control command in response to 
a data read or write request from a host, a disk 
interface control mechanism 2 which receives 
the command packet issued from the 
command data encoding mechanism 1, a disk 
deice DK executed by the disk interface 
control mechanism, a route setting mechanism 
which discriminates the shortest transfer path, 
and a data path router 3 which continuously 
secures a path for the purpose of continuously 
transferring data. 
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Reference C 

Japanese Patent Application Public-disclosure No. 7-191930 

Japanese Patent Application Public-disclosure date: July 28, 1995 

Title of the invention: Interface for a disk unit and a method of controlling the same 

Japanese Patent Application No. 5-33 1351 

Japanese Patent Application date: December 27, 1 993 

[Problems to be solved by the invention] 

If bus overhead increases when accessing a large-capacity disk unit intensively 
managed by equipment such as a file server or the like, it is detrimental to processing 
performance of an entire system. In consideration of the problem, it is an object of the 
present invention to reduce overhead in transferring data, especially during processing 
not involving data transfer. It is a further object of the present invention, when a bus is 
occupied for data transfer, to enable a simultaneous operation of buses by handling 
precedences for using a data bus and utilizing multiple data transfer paths, to thereby 
reduce latency at the time of file access and improve response characteristics. 

[Means for solving the problems] 

An interface for disk units of computers and method of controlling the same in 
accordance with the present invention is characterized by comprising: a command data 
encode mechanism for generating a command to a disk unit in response to a data 
readout request/write request from a host computer; a serial command bus for 
transferring the command to the disk unit; a disk interface control means for receiving 
the command, separating an I/O control command of a disk from the received command 
and performing an input/output process to/from the disk unit; and a parallel data bus 
capable of transferring input/output data to/from the command data encode mechanism, 
independently of an operation of the command bus. 

Further, an interface for disk units of computers and method of controlling the 
same in accordance with the present invention is characterized by comprising: a 
command data encode mechanism for generating a command packet from a 
corresponding disk unit code and I/O control command of a disk in response to a data 
readout/write request from a host computer; a disk interface control mechanism for 
receiving the command packet issued by the command data encode mechanism, the disk 
unit to be implemented by the disk interface control mechanism; a path setting 
mechanism for determining the shortest transfer path; and a data bus router for 
continuously securing a bus in order to continuously transfer data. 



Further, a method of controlling disk units of computers in accordance with the 
present invention is characterized by securing a data bus recursively in order to transfer 
data via multiple data bus routers. 

Still further, an interface for disk units of computers and method of controlling 
the same in accordance with the present invention is characterized by comprising: a data 
presence/absence determination mechanism for determining, in response to an 
input/output request transferred from a host computer to a disk interface control means, 
whether or not data exists on a disk unit coupled directly to the disk interface control 
means; a disk interface for requesting input to/output from the disk unit when it 
transpires that data exists on the disk unit; and an external interface access mechanism 
for issuing the input/output request from the host computer to another disk interface 
control means having the same function as the disk interface control means when it 
transpires that data does not exist on the disk unit. 

[Function] 

According to a conventional disk unit, an access to the disk unit not involving 
transfer of an actual data region such as an access for checking the status, reading a disk 
parameter or the like involves regular data transfer and thus requires a process such as 
bus arbitration or the like which is similar to a file access request. Since a 
conventional disk unit employs the same data transfer channel for the aforementioned 
process, it is difficult to improve the data transfer efficiency of a bus. According to a 
method of the present invention, a communication line is used on the basis of message 
passing when processing does not involve regular data transfer or short data is 
transferred, whereas a parallel interface used for data transfer only is secured when long 
data is transferred. By this method, according to the present invention, a data transfer 
operation and other operations can be performed in an overlapping manner, which 
improves not only bus use efficiency but also bus transfer speed. 

Further, when multiple interfaces used exclusively for data transfer are secured, 
data transfer can be conducted by using another bus even if a particular disk unit is 
occupying a bus for a long time. Thus, at the time of a file access operation requiring 
sequential access such as display of digital moving images or the like, the other file 
access operations can be performed without any trouble, which provides disk units with 
satisfactory response characteristics. Similarly, it is possible to constitute a disk unit 
that does not add constraints to a system performance even in an environment where 
high-speed disk units and low-speed disk units coexist. 

Still further, when multiple disk units are coupled to a single channel according 



to a conventional interface for disk units, if a particular disk unit accesses the channel, 
the other disk units can no longer exchange data with other devices. According to a 
disk unit of the present invention, a disk unit is identified via a router, and then a bus is 
secured. Therefore, if a particular channel becomes inoperable to transfer data, a 
substitution path and disk unit can be found. Thus, the present invention can also 
improve fault tolerance. 

[Brief explanation of the drawings] 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram describing an example of a method of data transfer by 
conventional disk units. 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram describing an embodiment of an automatic routing 
disk unit according to Claim 2 of the subject application. 

Fig. 3 is a detail drawing of the disk interface control means described in Fig. 

2. 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram describing an embodiment of an automatic routing 
disk unit according to Claim 3 of the subject application. 

Fig. 5 is a detail drawing of the data bus router described in Fig. 4. 

Fig. 6 describes a format of a command packet used for executing a data 
transfer sequence defined in Claim 1 of the subject application. 

Fig. 7 is a block diagram indicating a data transfer process sequence defined in 
Claim 1 of the subject application. 

Fig. 8 is a block diagram describing an embodiment of an automatic routing 
disk unit in accordance with Claim 4 of the subject application. 

Fig. 9 is a detail drawing of the disk interface control means described in Fig. 

8. 
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